
Be Smart. Don’t DIY It!

Jaco’s front door unlocks every time he opens the fridge. Godfrey accidentally blew up his

R50 000 entertainment system. Candice installed light sensors to illuminate the passage, but

instead, when someone enters the hallway, the bedroom lights come on.

Daring to DIY when it comes to home automation might seem like a cost e� ective, simpli� ed route

or, even, a fun challenge, but is it really worth the wrong wiring?

The answer is no. Smart Homes and D.I.Y should not exist in the same sentence. While the result

of smart home automation should always be an e� ortlessly artful one, the back scene design of

syncs and systems, is no easy task – even if there’s an online tutorial for it.

The intricacies of smart home design are intense, and so they should be, as these require the

aptitude of multiple devices to converse with each other at the same time. It takes time, creative

execution and most obviously, trick engineering, to accomplish the kind of integrated lifestyle that

even well-versed folks like Jaco, Godfrey and Candice are gunning for.  

Ted Haeger, vice president of Education & Support at Control4 says, “automating a home is

di� erent from most home improvement projects. It requires vast amounts of domain-speci� c

knowledge. Without a background in this domain, you can’t assess the compromises you’re

making until late in the project. That’s when the system won’t work as you want, and you’re stuck

� guring out why not.”

Your best bet: hire an expert home automation designer. Upgrading your home and creating a

sense of lifestyle luxury is an endeavour of sophistication to be appreciated and well sought out –

not necessarily successful, nor enjoyed, as a D.I.Y project.

Most DIY enthusiasts take to their self-empire projects often due to cost saving probabilities. This

is a masterful myth unto its own. It’s wise to remember, and appreciate, that Home Automation

comes at a premium price for good reason; and we can name 3 of them:

1. Because it is a bona � de investment in your home (It will improve your resale value!)  

2. Because it requires specialised design and engineering, in which millions of rands of value

have been invested through important CPD training for professional lifestyle designers,

and attending international lectures to stay on top of the latest technologies.

3. Because high-end living shouts class, and ‘class’ is a little-big something that money just

can’t buy.  

Having a lifestyle engineer on board to tailor design the technology of your abode, will see to it  that Home

Theatre systems perform at boulevard best, selective room atmosphere is always on cue, security

systems are remotely ready and all those cool ‘man cave’ buttons are e� ortlessly intact - and are no
longer interfering with the Kids’ TV channels upstairs. Everyone wins when you do it right � rst time round. 

In a nutshell, shortcutting your smart home installation by any means is a bad move in a designer’s note

book. We say: eliminate the hassle of time, headspace, rewiring, over spending, button post-mortems and
relationship breakups, with a slicked-out system that, yes, will cost you more but will save you on pretty

much everything else. Plus – it will remove the complication, and make design sense for everyone in the

home.  

In a world where ‘precision’ is a policy and ‘accuracy’ should be a non-negotiable, ensure you’re starting
and ending your smart home projects with the right team of certi� ed designers.

Connect with BNC Technology to chat around your smart home options. It’s the only game changer you

need hand on.  

Nick Caripis is the founder of BNC Technology - CEDIA Member of Excellence & International

Award Winners. BNC Technology has been delivering state of the art, home integrated systems

since 2008, and is an accredited CPD training facility for architects and designers of futuristic
design. For more information on BNC Technology visit www.bnctechnology.co.za
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